{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}{\stylesheet {\sbasedon222\f2\fs20 Normal;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840\margl4611\margr1814\margt1440\margb720 \sectd \sbknone\pgwsxn12240\pghsxn15840\marglsxn4611\margrsxn1814\margtsxn1440\margbsxn720\cols1\colsx60 \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li209\fi0\ri0\sb4\sa0\tx1192 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-3\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs22 i?8{\charscalex100\expndtw0\tab }\expndtw0 ESTIMATE : A^OKA'S SUCCESSORS}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li90\fi0\ri0\sb227\sa0\sl-238\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw3\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs24 others.     The   comparisons   are,  however,   not   alto\-\expndtw10 gether   apposite.   Asoka  was flowing with the milk \expndtw5 or   human   kindness,   and   his   love   and   sympathy \expndtw6 embraced   the    whole    of    animate    creation.    He \expndtw14 aad a high sense of duty, which urged him to scorn \expndtw10 delights incidental to his position, and live laborious \expndtw12 days.   He was ready to transact state business at all \expndtw4 Hours_ and places, and he directed all his resources and \expndtw5 energies to the alleviation of the sufferings of humanity \expndtw9 and the dissemination of the "Dhamma", as he under\-stood it.   Indeed, the   welfare and   happiness of his \expndtw11 subjects in particular and men and beings in general was such a dominating passion of  his   life   that he \expndtw5 could  never   feel   satisfied   with   his   exertions    or despatch _ of work.    During   his   momentous   reign, \expndtw8 Art received a   tremendous   impetus,   and   Pali   or \expndtw7 Magadhi, in   which  dialect the   edicts  are  couched, \expndtw4 became   almost the  \i lingua franca \i0 of   India.\super 1\nosupersub     But its \expndtw3 political  greatness   suffered  a  severe   setback.   After \expndtw11 the  conquest of Kalinga,  he  suddenly   brought the \expndtw6 steam-roller of Mauryan aggression to a halt,  and thus \expndtw8 arrested the expansion of  Magadha by his  policy   of Dhammavijaya."   The military ardour of the  people \expndtw3 having cooled down, the country fell an easy prey to the \expndtw8 onslaughts   of the   Indo-Bactrian  invaders/who  not \expndtw11 long after descended into the plains of India.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qc\li0\fi0\ri65\sb198\sa0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\scaps\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-3\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs26 section \scaps0 B}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li986\fi0\ri0\sb29\sa0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i\cf1\charscalex84\expndtw-2\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs25 Successors}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li50\fi482\ri0\sb148\sa0\sl-234\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw10\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs24 Asoka died about 232 B.C. after a long reign of \expndtw6 forty years.\super 2\nosupersub     When  the  sceptre   dropped   from his}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li1235\fi0\ri0\sb266\sa0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 P\super ermissible\nosupersub  \super to\nosupersub  \super coin\nosupersub  \super a\nosupersub n expression, it may be called}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qj\li0\fi403\ri216\sb158\sa0\sl-187\slmult0 \f2\fs20{\b0\i0\super\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw2\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 2\nosupersub  Vincent Smith notes that, according to a Tibetan tradition, \expndtw0 Afoka passed away at Taxila \i (The Oxford History of India* \i0 p. 116). \expndtw6 The story, however, kcks corroboration}\par }